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Celebrating the Final chapter of Up-sTEAm...

e April2026

Newsletter 5

This fifth and final newsletter marks the conclusion of the Up-sTEAmM project, a
journey that has united educators, researchers, and communities across Europe
around a shared vision for STEAM education. Inside, you will find highlights from a
landmark webinar on science education and liveable futures, which drew over
240 participants, alongside National Info Days held in Greece, Spain, and Cyprus,
each bringing the project's resources to life within their local communities. The
season culminated with the Final Conference in Groningen, where the Up-sTEAmM
Digital Toolkit took centre stage. As the project closes, its outputs and ideas
remain very much alive, ready to inspire educators and learners across Europe
and beyond.

Longing for more liveable futures: the role of science T

education webinar

The online webinar “Longing for More Liveable Futures: The Role of Science Education” was
delivered by Prof. Dr. Lucy Avraamidou and Prof. Dr. Maria Evagorou, who guided
participants through a critical reflection on the evolving role of science and STE(A)M
education in addressing contemporary societal and environmental challenges. The session
attracted significant interest, with 243 participants connecting to the event and around 160
remaining actively engaged throughout the core activities, reflecting a high level of
sustained participation. The main objectives of the webinar were to frame current
challenges in science education, introduce and validate the final version of the UP-sTEAM
Digital Toolkit, and foster a shared understanding of its pedagogical approach and practical
applications. In doing so, the webinar emphasized how science education can contribute to
more liveable, sustainable futures by promoting inclusive, interdisciplinary, and socially
relevant learning experiences.
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Who should attend?
+ University students who study primary & pre-
primary education

« University students who study Science education
& Science communication d
+ STEAM educators & science teachers

+ Faculty members, researchers, teaching staff
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On 16 February 2026, Stimmuli for Social Change hosted the Up-sTEAm Local Info Day
online, bringing together 20 participants from across the education community in
Thessaloniki, Greece, including teachers and principals from public and private primary
schools as well as pre-service teachers from the Pedagogy Department of Aristotle
University. The session featured a presentation of the project's key outputs, including the
digital toolkit and a rich exploration of Arts & Humanities through unplugged coding,
sparking an lively exchange of ideas among experienced and future educators alike. The
enthusiasm in the room was clear, with one participant noting: "Teaching humanities and
arts through unplugged coding or with the use of robots is so much fun, we will for sure
explore it at our school." Despite the online format, the session proved that the Up-sTEAmM
resources resonate strongly with educators and are ready to travel from research into real
classrooms.

National Info day in Spain

On 13 April, the Spanish UP-STEAM Info Day took place at the Universitat Autonoma
de Barcelona (UAB), bringing together 35 participants interested in STE(A)M
education and out-of-school learning.

The event was open to a broad range of stakeholders, including pre-service teachers,
in-service teachers, university teachers, higher education representatives and
policymakers. The session aimed to disseminate the UP-STEAM project and engage
participants with some of the training materials developed within the project,
specifically the (pre-)engineering module.

During the Info Day, participants were introduced to the main aims of UP-STEAM and
its contribution to strengthening STE(A)M education for prospective teachers. The
session included a presentation of the project and its outputs, followed by a practical
component in which participants explored and discussed some of the training
materials related to the STE(A)M Education Approach.

The training activities encouraged
participants to reflect on what should be
considered when designing and
implementing effective out-of-school
STE(A)M activities. Key ideas included the
importance of promoting STE(A)M literacy,
supporting inclusion and diversity in
STE(A)M fields, and helping learners
engage with science, engineering, and
mathematics in meaningful, critical and
value-driven ways.

National Info day n Cyprus

Final conference in Netherlands

On 30 April 2026, the University of Nicosia and
Inquiry-Fuse brought the Up-sTEAmM project to
the heart of the local community through a
vibrant Science and Mathematics Festival held at
the 1st Primary School of Makedonitissa in
Nicosia, Cyprus. The event welcomed 46

participants — children, parents, and future
educators — for an afternoon of hands-on
experiments, inquiry-based games, and

interactive activities designed to make STEAM
learning tangible and joyful. The festival provided
the ideal setting to showcase the project's final
outputs, including the Up-sTEAm e-learning
platform, and to spark meaningful conversations
about the role of STEAM education in today's
classrooms. As one parent put it, "This is exactly
the kind of education | want for my child —
learning through doing, not just listening." The
event stood as a testament to what is possible
when universities, schools, research centres, and
families come together around a shared vision
for the future of education.

On 23 April 2026, the Up-sTEAmM project marked the conclusion of its European journey with a
vibrant Final Conference held at the House of Connections in Groningen, The Netherlands. Co-
organised with the INFINITE project consortium, the event united approximately 70 educators,
researchers, policymakers, and innovators around the theme of "STEM Education for
Sustainable Futures", with a sharp focus on artificial intelligence, inclusive learning, and
sustainability. A high-level panel featuring distinguished academics from University College
London, the Autonomous University of Barcelona, Utrecht University, and the University of
Groningen set the tone for a day of rich dialogue and knowledge exchange. At the heart of the
conference was the hands-on exploration of the Up-sTEAm Digital Toolkit — the project's
flagship outcome — through dedicated workshops showcasing its cross-cutting and content-
specific modules for educators. Parallel sessions on Al literacy, digital capacity building, and
student wellbeing rounded out a programme that looked as much to the future as it celebrated
what the project has achieved. The Final Conference was not an ending, but a launchpad for the
continued dissemination and real-world adoption of Up-sTEAm's resources across Europe.
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